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1.What �s the symbol�c s�gn�f�cance of the v�s�t by Japan’s Crown Pr�nce and Pr�ncess to
Türk�ye on the 100th ann�versary of Turk�sh-Japanese relat�ons and, how have Turk�sh-
Japanese relat�ons evolved and been shaped over the past century?

The recent v�s�t of Japan’s Crown Pr�nce Fum�h�to and Crown Pr�ncess K�ko to Türk�ye,
commemorat�ng the 100th ann�versary of b�lateral relat�ons, h�ghl�ghts the last�ng and evolv�ng
partnersh�p between the two nat�ons.Wh�le no Japanese emperor has off�c�ally v�s�ted Türk�ye,
Pr�nce M�kasa, a M�ddle East expert, and h�s fam�ly members have made over 10 off�c�al v�s�ts
s�nce 1990. At a h�gher level, Emperor Naruh�to, who ascended the throne �n 2019, v�s�ted
Türk�ye as crown pr�nce �n 2009. Th�s v�s�t �n 2024 marks the f�rst crown pr�nce-level v�s�t to
Türk�ye after 15 years.

The or�g�ns of Turk�sh-Japanese relat�ons date back to the late 19th century, marked by the
trag�c s�nk�ng of the Ottoman fr�gate Ertuğrul off the coast of Japan �n 1890. The fr�gate had
been sent on a goodw�ll m�ss�on by Sultan Abdulham�d II to strengthen d�plomat�c t�es and
symbol�ze the fr�endsh�p between the Ottoman Emp�re and Japan, as both nat�ons sought all�es
am�dst r�s�ng Western �mper�al�sm. Although the d�saster cla�med many l�ves, the Japanese
people’s compass�onate efforts �n rescu�ng and repatr�at�ng the surv�vors left a profound
�mpress�on on the Ottoman Emp�re. Th�s act of k�ndness establ�shed a foundat�on of mutual
respect and goodw�ll, wh�ch has been cher�shed and remembered as a cornerstone of Turk�sh-
Japanese relat�ons.

The Symbol�c S�gn�f�cance of the Japan’s Crown Pr�nce’s V�s�t to 
Turk�ye �n the 100 Years of Turk�sh-Japanese Relat�ons

“As Japan’s Crown Pr�nce v�s�ts Türk�ye to commemorate a century of d�plomat�c

relat�ons, the two geograph�cally d�stant nat�ons f�nd themselves at a cruc�al juncture.

Desp�te the�r shared need to ma�nta�n balance between the Atlant�c and Pac�f�c worlds,

the�r pol�t�cal, cultural, and econom�c collaborat�on rema�ns underdeveloped, present�ng

both a challenge and an opportun�ty for deeper engagement.”
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After the Ertuğrul tragedy �n 1890, Japan d�d not �mmed�ately establ�sh formal d�plomat�c
m�ss�ons or econom�c t�es w�th the Ottoman Emp�re. At the t�me, Japan’s fore�gn pol�cy
pr�or�t�zed East As�a and all�ances w�th Western powers, leav�ng l�ttle room for formal
engagement w�th the Ottomans. However, �nteract�ons gradually �ncreased �n the early 20th
century, notably through �nd�v�duals l�ke Japanese merchant Yamada Toraj�rō, who l�ved �n
Istanbul and fostered cultural exchanges. Japan’s modern�zat�on ach�evements, espec�ally �ts
v�ctory �n the Russo-Japanese War (1904–1905), also �nsp�red reform�st movements w�th�n the
Ottoman Emp�re. Wh�le the Ertuğrul �nc�dent served as a symbol�c start�ng po�nt, formal
relat�ons developed more gradually over t�me.

After the Republ�c of Türk�ye was establ�shed �n 1923, Türk�ye and Japan formally began
d�plomat�c relat�ons �n 1924. In�t�ally, �nteract�ons were l�m�ted as both nat�ons focused on
domest�c pr�or�t�es—Türk�ye’s modern�zat�on under Atatürk and Japan’s efforts to sol�d�fy �ts
global power status. World War II further restr�cted d�rect engagement, w�th Türk�ye
ma�nta�n�ng neutral�ty and Japan engaged �n the Pac�f�c War.

In the post-war per�od, relat�ons grew stronger as Japan rebu�lt �ts economy and Türk�ye jo�ned
Western all�ances l�ke NATO. From the 1950s onward, trade and cultural exchanges flour�shed,
w�th Japan play�ng a key role �n Türk�ye’s �ndustr�al development through �nvestments and
technology transfers. Add�t�onally, Japanese tour�sts �ncreas�ngly v�s�ted Türk�ye’s �con�c
dest�nat�ons, such as Pamukkale and Cappadoc�a. Relat�ons deepened through mutual support
dur�ng cr�ses, such as Japan’s ass�stance follow�ng the 1999 Marmara earthquakes and Türk�ye’s
role �n evacuat�ng Japanese c�t�zens dur�ng the 1985 Iran-Iraq War.

Unt�l the recent off�c�al v�s�t of Japanese Crown Pr�nce Fum�h�to, var�ous s�gn�f�cant events, both
pos�t�ve and negat�ve, have shaped the mutual percept�ons between Japanese and Turk�sh
soc�et�es. What factors have contr�buted to these �mages? What �s the current status of the�r
b�lateral relat�ons? And what areas of cooperat�on should be pr�or�t�zed to strengthen the�r
partnersh�p �n the future? These cr�t�cal quest�ons w�ll be analyzed �n deta�l �n the next sect�on.

2.How �s Japan’s soc�o-pol�t�cal “�mage” perce�ved by the Turk�sh publ�c after 100 years of
Turk�sh-Japanese relat�ons?

In Turk�sh publ�c op�n�on, Japan have often been referred to as “fr�endly country,” desp�te the
vast geograph�cal d�stance and relat�vely l�m�ted h�stor�cal t�es between them. Th�s percept�on
ma�nly stems from Japan’s un�que path of “modern�zat�on” as an As�an state that successfully
preserved �ts cultural �dent�ty, as well as �ts remarkable econom�c growth, famously known as
the “Japanese M�racle.” For Türk�ye, Japan has served as an �nsp�r�ng role model s�nce the late
and post-Ottoman era, demonstrat�ng that a non-Western nat�on can ach�eve s�gn�f�cant soc�o-
econom�c progress and modern�zat�on on �ts own terms.
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 The h�stor�cal and cultural �mage of Japan �n Türk�ye rema�ns somewhat outdated and �s often
�nfluenced by romant�c�zed pan-Turan�st �deolog�es rather than grounded �n contemporary
sc�ent�f�c understand�ng. For �nstance, some popular Turk�sh h�stor�ans—prom�nent f�gures �n
the med�a—cont�nue to perpetuate the m�sconcept�on that Japanese belongs to the Ural-Alta�c
language fam�ly, a class�f�cat�on that has never been fully accepted �n l�ngu�st�c c�rcles.
Modern research �ncreas�ngly v�ews Japanese, along w�th Korean, as part of �solated language
fam�l�es. Th�s not�on of Japan as an “Alta�c race” may prov�de a psycholog�cal boost to the
Turk�sh publ�c, foster�ng the bel�ef that “�f they ach�eved �t, so can we.” However, such a
departure from sc�ent�f�c accuracy r�sks creat�ng barr�ers to healthy and �nformed
commun�cat�on between the two nat�ons. A more sc�ence-based understand�ng �s cruc�al for
foster�ng genu�ne and product�ve engagement.

The econom�c �mage of Japan �n Türk�ye �s shaped largely by �ts s�gn�f�cant presence through
Japanese corporat�ons, such as Toyota’s product�on fac�l�t�es �n Sakarya, as well as �ts
�nvolvement �n var�ous sectors, �nclud�ng automot�ve, electron�cs, and �nfrastructure. H�gh-
prof�le collaborat�ve projects, such as the Marmaray Tunnel �n Istanbul, h�ghl�ght the synergy
between Japan’s technolog�cal expert�se and Türk�ye’s development amb�t�ons. Add�t�onally,
for many Turk�sh people, “Japanese products” are synonymous w�th �nnovat�on, durab�l�ty, and
rel�ab�l�ty, re�nforc�ng Japan’s reputat�on as a trusted econom�c and �ndustr�al partner.

Japan’s cultural d�plomacy has recently ga�ned s�gn�f�cant tract�on �n Türk�ye, part�cularly
through the global popular�ty of manga and an�me. These art forms have deeply resonated w�th
Turk�sh aud�ences, �nfluenc�ng local art, fash�on, and enterta�nment. Popular ser�es such as
Naruto and One P�ece have fostered a v�brant fan commun�ty, w�th convent�ons and cosplay
events l�ke Com�con Istanbul becom�ng regular f�xtures. Th�s cultural exchange has further
sol�d�f�ed Japan’s “Cool Japan” �mage �n Türk�ye, enhanc�ng �ts soft power and deepen�ng
cultural connect�ons between the two nat�ons.

Lastly, Japan and Türk�ye, both earthquake-prone nat�ons, demonstrate stark contrasts �n
preparedness. Japan �s v�ewed �n Türk�ye as a nat�on that has “learned to l�ve w�th
earthquakes,” thanks to �ts advanced �nfrastructure, str�ct regulat�ons, and strong publ�c
awareness, wh�ch m�n�m�ze casualt�es even �n large-scale d�sasters. In contrast, Türk�ye,
desp�te devastat�ng earthquakes �n 1999, 2011, and 2023, has struggled to �mplement
susta�nable long-term measures. Japan has cons�stently prov�ded �mmed�ate a�d and offered �ts
expert�se �n earthquake preparedness, yet Türk�ye’s adopt�on of th�s knowledge rema�ns
l�m�ted. Strengthen�ng collaborat�on w�th Japan could enhance Türk�ye’s �nfrastructure and
d�saster management, �mprov�ng �ts res�l�ence and safety. 

3.How �s Türk�ye’s soc�o-pol�t�cal “�mage” perce�ved by the Japanese publ�c after 100 years of
Turk�sh-Japanese relat�ons?

Japanese soc�ety holds a “fr�endly country” (yūkōkoku) �mage of Türk�ye, albe�t to a lesser
extent than Türk�ye’s v�ew of Japan. 
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H�stor�cally, one of the most notable examples �s the 1985 Iran-Iraq War rescue operat�on,
where Turk�sh A�rl�nes evacuated 215 Japanese c�t�zens stranded �n Tehran. Th�s act of hero�sm,
often compared to the Ertuğrul Inc�dent, left a last�ng �mpress�on �n Japan as a symbol of
Türk�ye’s fr�endsh�p and sol�dar�ty. The bond deepened further dur�ng the 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake, when Turk�sh rescue teams prov�ded essent�al a�d �n d�saster-str�cken areas,
earn�ng w�despread grat�tude. These human�tar�an acts have sol�d�f�ed Türk�ye’s �mage as a
dependable partner �n Japan’s collect�ve memory.

The cultural percept�on of Türk�ye �n Japanese soc�ety rema�ns relat�vely weak, shaped by four
key factors. F�rst, the Turk�sh d�aspora �n Japan �s m�n�mal, w�th fewer than a thousand
�nd�v�duals, and the number of Turk�sh fore�gn students �s surpr�s�ngly low due to the lack of
educat�onal partnersh�p programs, l�m�t�ng opportun�t�es for cultural exchange. Second,
Türk�ye has struggled to effect�vely promote �ts cultural her�tage as soft power �n Japan.
Desp�te th�s, Japanese people often assoc�ate Türk�ye w�th “�ce cream” and “kebab,” thanks to
kebab shops operated by the d�aspora �n major c�t�es l�ke Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka.

Th�rd, the Kurd�sh populat�on �n Japan, est�mated at 2,000 to 3,000, ma�nly res�des �n areas
such as Kawaguch� and Warab� �n Sa�tama Prefecture. Many arr�ved �n the 1990s, c�t�ng
persecut�on, though a s�gn�f�cant port�on entered �llegally or overstayed the�r v�sas, l�v�ng under
“prov�s�onal release” w�thout legal work perm�ts. Concerns about t�es to the Kurd�stan Workers’
Party (PKK), a des�gnated terror�st organ�zat�on, have �ntens�f�ed, part�cularly after Turk�sh
author�t�es reported fundra�s�ng act�v�t�es at the Japan Kurd�sh Cultural Assoc�at�on, �nclud�ng
the d�splay of PKK flags and the alleged transfer of 40 m�ll�on yen for terror�st f�nanc�ng. Publ�c
cr�t�c�sm, fueled by rule v�olat�ons, protests, and altercat�ons, has further compl�cated the�r
�ntegrat�on and legal status �n Japan. Th�s s�tuat�on has contr�buted to the percept�on that
Turkey �s “export�ng terror�sm and extrem�sm,” harm�ng �ts nat�onal �mage.

F�nally, Türk�ye, once regarded as a tour�sm parad�se, has �ncreas�ngly been assoc�ated w�th
terror�sm �n recent years due to �nc�dents such as the 2016 Sultanahmet su�c�de bomb�ng.
These attacks have s�gn�f�cantly d�m�n�shed Japanese �nterest �n Türk�ye as a travel
dest�nat�on, lead�ng to �ts percept�on as an “unsafe” country. However, �nd�v�duals aged 40 or
50 and above, who v�s�ted Cappadoc�a—a part�cularly popular dest�nat�on among Japanese
tour�sts—several decades ago, tend to have a more pos�t�ve and v�v�d memory of Türk�ye.

4. What are the prospects �n Turk�sh-Japanese Relat�ons? 

The future of Turk�sh-Japanese relat�ons depends on the�r ab�l�ty to explore new areas of
pol�t�cal, cultural, and sc�ent�f�c cooperat�on. Crown Pr�nce Fum�h�to’s symbol�c v�s�t, alongs�de
the centenn�al celebrat�on of the�r b�lateral t�es, should serve as a fresh start�ng po�nt to
overcome ex�st�ng challenges and unlock opportun�t�es for deeper collaborat�on.
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F�rstly, soc�o-cultural exchange �s cruc�al for the future of Turk�sh-Japanese relat�ons. Japan’s
global success �n promot�ng �ts “soft power” through an�me, manga, and food culture prov�des a
model Türk�ye can adapt to enhance �ts own cultural �nfluence. As Türk�ye a�ms to become a
global actor, learn�ng from Japan’s expert�se �n cultural promot�on offers a real�st�c pathway
forward—s�m�lar to how New Zealand leverages �ts “M�ddle-earth” f�lm locat�ons for tour�sm.
 To strengthen cultural t�es, a ded�cated exchange program should be establ�shed to �ncrease
the flow of students between the two countr�es, foster�ng cultural understand�ng and long-
term connect�ons. Add�t�onally, Türk�ye should create academ�c �nst�tutes focused on study�ng
Japanese culture, modern�zat�on, and development w�th an object�ve, academ�c approach,
avo�d�ng romant�c�zed �nterpretat�ons. Th�s would deepen mutual understand�ng and
strengthen b�lateral relat�ons.

In terms of tour�sm, Türk�ye should act�vely commun�cate �ts safety and attract�veness to Japan
through well-des�gned market stud�es and targeted campa�gns. Demonstrat�ng �mproved
secur�ty and modern �nfrastructure would help rebu�ld �ts �mage as a des�rable dest�nat�on.
Add�t�onally, �ncreas�ng the number of fl�ghts and routes between Japan and Türk�ye, both
s�gn�f�cant tour�sm hubs, would fac�l�tate travel and boost the number of �nbound and outbound
tour�sts, strengthen�ng t�es and enhanc�ng econom�c benef�ts for both nat�ons. 

However, address�ng Japan’s percept�on of Türk�ye as a “terror�st-export�ng” country—
stemm�ng �n part from some Kurds of Turk�sh or�g�n �n Japan who seek asylum c�t�ng alleged
“ethno-pol�t�cal oppress�on by the Turk�sh state”—�s not solely Türk�ye’s respons�b�l�ty. Many
such �nd�v�duals lack res�dence or work perm�ts, compl�cat�ng the s�tuat�on. Japan must
cooperate w�th Turk�sh law enforcement to thoroughly �nvest�gate the “terror�st and cr�m�nal”
backgrounds of asylum appl�cants. When necessary, such �nd�v�duals should be transferred to
Turk�sh author�t�es through mechan�sms l�ke Interpol. Th�s jo�nt effort would enhance secur�ty,
address m�spercept�ons, and enable the Turko-Kurd�sh d�aspora �n Japan to foster a more
lawful and construct�ve role �n soc�ety.

Secondly, econom�c collaborat�on rema�ns a cornerstone of Turk�sh-Japanese relat�ons.
Japanese �nvestments �n Türk�ye’s automot�ve, electron�cs, and �nfrastructure sectors h�ghl�ght
the�r strong synergy. However, Türk�ye’s grow�ng automot�ve �ndustry cont�nues to rely heav�ly
on �mport�ng expert�se from global leaders l�ke Japan. To create a more balanced partnersh�p,
Türk�ye should �ncrease �ts �nvestments �n Japan, focus�ng on sectors such as cloth�ng and
food, as exempl�f�ed by �ts success �n Europe w�th brands l�ke Koton and Bursa Kebab Ev�.
L�kew�se, Japan holds untapped potent�al �n Türk�ye’s consumer markets, part�cularly �n
cloth�ng and food �ndustr�es beyond h�gh-tech sectors. Brands l�ke Un�qlo and Kura Sush� could
thr�ve w�th targeted strateg�es, foster�ng mutual econom�c growth and d�vers�f�cat�on wh�le
further strengthen�ng the�r partnersh�p.
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Th�rdly, as earthquake-prone nat�ons, Türk�ye and Japan can lead global d�saster management
efforts. Th�s could be ach�eved through jo�nt research on se�sm�c technology and the
establ�shment of a tw�n se�smolog�cal research center w�th campuses �n both countr�es. Such a
center could �nclude postgraduate-level programs focus�ng on urban plann�ng, advanced early-
warn�ng systems, and d�saster res�l�ence. Th�s collaborat�on would not only enhance both
nat�ons’ preparedness but also strengthen the�r partnersh�p wh�le contr�but�ng to global
advancements �n d�saster management. 

F�nally, pol�t�cally, as two As�an nat�ons nav�gat�ng the balance between the Atlant�c and
Pac�f�c worlds, Türk�ye and Japan can establ�sh a tr�lateral pol�t�cal forum w�th South Korea,
wh�ch faces s�m�lar challenges. Th�s forum could serve as a platform for collaborat�on and
d�alogue, enabl�ng these nat�ons to play a more proact�ve med�at�ng role �n address�ng pol�t�cal
tens�ons and foster�ng understand�ng between the Atlant�c and Pac�f�c reg�ons. Such an
�n�t�at�ve would enhance the�r d�plomat�c �nfluence and contr�bute to global stab�l�ty.
 Thus, by foster�ng cultural understand�ng, strengthen�ng econom�c t�es, and tackl�ng shared
challenges, Türk�ye and Japan can shape a partnersh�p that enr�ches both soc�et�es and
contr�butes to global stab�l�ty.
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