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Seen as a turn�ng po�nt, Egypt's Pres�dent Abdel Fattah al-S�s� made h�s f�rst pres�dent�al v�s�t
to Türk�ye on 4 September 2024. Th�s v�s�t comes after years of stra�ned relat�ons and marks
the beg�nn�ng of a new era �n d�plomat�c, econom�c, and m�l�tary t�es between the two reg�onal
powers. Th�s v�s�t also came after the “h�stor�cal” v�s�t of Türk�ye's Pres�dent Recep Tayy�p
Erdogan to Ca�ro on 14 February 2024. 

For years, the relat�onsh�p between Egypt, Syr�a and Türk�ye has been complex, part�cularly
after 2011. However, the recent developments �n relat�ons between the three countr�es refer to
the new reg�onal th�nk�ng �n the post-Arab upr�s�ng. The t�me of �deolog�cal r�valr�es seems to
stay �n the past; now, pragmat�sm, mutual benef�ts and econom�c �nterests appear to be the
gu�d�ng dr�vers.

As a ne�ghbour�ng country by land and sea, the relat�onsh�p w�th Türk�ye �s one of Syr�a’s and
Egypt’s most �mportant b�lateral relat�onsh�ps, and the three countr�es share close econom�c
t�es, a common h�stor�cal era, as well as strong people-to-people and cultural exchanges. 
Therefore, we should cont�nue hav�ng d�alogues and cooperate on matters of common �nterest
and a�m to bu�ld a "construct�ve and stable relat�onsh�p."

Is �t poss�ble to rebu�ld a cultural and soc�etal br�dge between the Syr�an, Egypt�an and
Turk�sh peoples?

Certa�nly, th�s br�dge can be rebu�lt due to the close and strong convergence between the three
peoples. Th�s convergence can be observed �n many prom�nent aspects such as:
1- The rel�g�ous convergence based on the teach�ngs of Islam and �ts values.

2- The cultural convergence, as we not�ce m�ll�ons of cases of �ntermarr�age relat�ons between
many Turk�sh, Syr�an, and Egypt�an fam�l�es. Also, we can eas�ly not�ce the convergence �n
customs, trad�t�onal foods, or�ental mus�c, and dances.

The �mportance of �mprov�ng relat�ons between Türk�ye, Egypt
and Syr�a 

“Therefore, �mprov�ng the relat�onsh�p between Türk�ye, Syr�a, and Egypt �s necessary for

the�r mutual benef�t. Such �mprovement w�ll br�ng greater econom�c, cultural, and even

pol�t�cal ga�ns to all part�es. Consequently, th�s w�ll help the three nat�ons enhance the�r

ab�l�ty to confront �nternat�onal chaos, reg�onal confl�cts, and domest�c challenges.”
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3- The l�ngu�st�c convergence, as we can not�ce many common l�ngu�st�c vocabular�es among the
three peoples.
4- The geograph�cal prox�m�ty, as Syr�a and Türk�ye share a land border of approx�mately 911
k�lometres. Egypt and Türk�ye also share the most �mportant sea lanes on the Med�terranean
(Suez Canal - Bosphorus Stra�t). In add�t�on, the three countr�es also share the Med�terranean’s
culture as well as �ts r�ch her�tage.

What are the reasons for the warm relat�ons between Egypt and Türk�ye and the�r �mportance
to both countr�es?
Egypt�an-Turk�sh relat�ons have recently w�tnessed a tang�ble rapprochement cons�der�ng the
pol�t�cal w�ll of both countr�es’ leaders. 
As tens�ons have eased, b�lateral trade has rebounded. Türk�ye’s exports to Egypt surged to
$4.5 b�ll�on �n 2021, mark�ng a 43 percent �ncrease from the prev�ous year, and to $4.5 b�ll�on �n
2022. Egypt’s exports to Türk�ye grew from $2 b�ll�on �n 2018 to a ten-year h�gh of $2.6 b�ll�on �n
2021, reach�ng a record $3.7 b�ll�on �n 2022.

Several common factors br�ng Egypt and Türk�ye closer together. Pr�mar�ly, they share
s�gn�f�cant econom�c �nterests, encourag�ng them to �mprove t�es. The top leaders of both
countr�es reaff�rmed, dur�ng the recent two summ�ts �n February and September 2024, the�r
determ�nat�on to advance cooperat�on �n every area, �nclud�ng energy, defence, �ndustry, health
and env�ronment. A H�gh-Level Strateg�c Cooperat�on Counc�l meet�ng was also held where the
two leaders oversaw the s�gn�ng of 17 agreements across var�ous sectors, �nclud�ng educat�on,
�nfrastructure, av�at�on, transportat�on, health, and energy. 

Türk�ye has been pursu�ng to become a European energy hub by �mport�ng l�quef�ed natural gas
(LNG) from Egypt and restart�ng fre�ght sh�pp�ng between the Turk�sh port of Mers�n and
Alexandr�a �n Egypt. Ca�ro and Ankara a�m to �ncrease the trade volume from $10 b�ll�on to $15
b�ll�on w�th�n the next 5 years.

The sh�ft�ng geopol�t�cal scene �n the M�ddle East reg�on seems to be another cr�t�cal factor
dr�v�ng Türk�ye and Egypt to recal�brate the�r relat�onsh�p and f�nd areas of cooperat�on. Shared
concerns and �nterests are ev�dent �n var�ous reg�onal confl�cts, �nclud�ng those �n Gaza, L�bya,
Sudan, and the Horn of Afr�ca. Both Ankara and Ca�ro recogn�ze that cooperat�on, rather than
r�valry, �s �n the�r best �nterests. For example, �n the Horn of Afr�ca, Egypt and Türk�ye share
concerns over Eth�op�a's port deal w�th Somal�land, and there �s potent�al for them to work
together to br�ng stab�l�ty and peace to the reg�on. Also, we can not�ce the mutual benef�ts of
explor�ng the r�ch gas f�elds of the Eastern Med�terranean reg�on.
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In add�t�on, some observers th�nk that the US-Greek m�l�tary rapprochement urged Ankara to
strengthen �ts reg�onal all�ances, �nclud�ng that w�th Egypt. The B�den adm�n�strat�on has
strengthened �ts m�l�tary and strateg�c cooperat�on w�th Greece �n recent years, wh�ch, from
the Turk�sh po�nt of v�ew, could cause an �mbalance �n �ts strateg�c balance w�th Greece.
Furthermore, Ankara seems to be keen to strengthen �ts cooperat�on w�th Ca�ro as a
mechan�sm to avo�d the attempt of “conta�nment” done by a few countr�es try�ng to prevent �t
from benef�t�ng from the huge natural gas d�scover�es �n the Eastern Med�terranean. Perhaps
the most �mportant of these countr�es are France, Greece, Israel and Cyprus. Moreover, Ankara
also seems to have a determ�nat�on to demarcate the mar�t�me borders w�th Egypt �n a
peaceful manner, so that �t can work on produc�ng natural gas from the offshore f�elds �n the
Eastern Med�terranean reg�on. Th�s w�ll also l�kely be a push for Türk�ye’s membersh�p �n the
Eastern Med�terranean Gas Organ�zat�on, wh�ch was establ�shed �n January 2019, to promote
reg�onal cooperat�on �n produc�ng and trad�ng natural gas. 

In other words, natural gas �s one of the ma�n factors mot�vat�ng Türk�ye's rapprochement w�th
Egypt, espec�ally s�nce Türk�ye suffers from a lack of energy sources and rel�es s�gn�f�cantly on
Russ�a, Iran and Azerba�jan to meet �ts energy needs. In th�s context, Ca�ro represents a
strateg�c pr�or�ty for Türk�ye �n the energy sector, as Egypt�an exports of l�quef�ed natural gas
(LNG) to Türk�ye reached about $722.67 m�ll�on by the end of 2023.

As for Egypt, there are many mot�ves for �mprov�ng relat�ons w�th Türk�ye. For example, Ca�ro
wants to work w�th Ankara to resolve the confl�ct �n L�bya, the �ssue of gas explorat�on r�ghts �n
the Eastern Med�terranean and the c�v�l war �n Sudan. Egypt also seeks Türk�ye’s cooperat�on
to ma�nta�n the un�ty of Somal�a, �n reference to Somal�land’s secess�on�st a�ms. Türk�ye has an
�mportant base �n Somal�a, wh�le Egypt announced a deal recently to send arms to Somal�a to
counter Eth�op�a’s �nfluence �n the Horn of Afr�ca. Furthermore, Ca�ro wants to attract the
Turk�sh �nvestments to Egypt as well as the m�l�tary cooperat�on. In add�t�on, there are jo�nt
defence projects between Ca�ro and Ankara, �nclud�ng a project to produce l�ve ammun�t�on as
well as drone manufactur�ng. Egypt also �s seek�ng, by organ�z�ng jo�nt research �n�t�at�ves on
m�l�tary technology and jo�nt m�l�tary exerc�ses, to benef�t from Türk�ye's exper�ence as a
member of NATO, wh�le Türk�ye w�ll also benef�t from the d�st�ngu�shed naval capab�l�t�es of
the Egypt�an army.

How can the Turk�sh-Egypt�an rapprochement contr�bute to the return of good relat�ons
between Syr�a and Türk�ye?

Desp�te the good �ntent�ons of Türk�ye and Syr�a to restore relat�ons to what they were before
2011, and desp�te start�ng the Turk�sh-Syr�an pol�t�cal rapprochement by the Russ�an med�at�on
�n 2022, the progress �n the normal�zat�on process between Ankara and Damascus has waned
and weakened after Damascus �ns�sted on �ts demand of the Turk�sh complete w�thdrawal from
the occup�ed Syr�an terr�tor�es as well as se�z�ng Ankara’s support to the Syr�an oppos�t�on. In
return, Türk�ye �ns�sted that these demands from the Syr�an s�de are not poss�ble �n the current
s�tuat�on. Ankara bel�eves that �ts presence on the Syr�an terr�tory �s necessary to ma�nta�n
Turk�sh nat�onal secur�ty. 
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In such a s�tuat�on, Egypt, w�th �ts pol�t�cal and d�plomat�c capab�l�t�es, can br�ng the v�ews of
Ankara and Damascus closer, espec�ally s�nce Ca�ro succeeded �n med�at�ng between
Damascus and Ankara dur�ng the tens�ons that arose �n 1998 due to Damascus' support for the
Kurd�stan Workers' Party (PKK). At that t�me, Egypt's med�at�on role resulted �n the Adana
Agreement.

In add�t�on, Egypt can also play a construct�ve role �n solv�ng the Syr�an-Turk�sh d�spute
because of �ts reg�onal �nfluence and �ts close relat�ons w�th Damascus and the Gulf
Cooperat�on Counc�l countr�es, wh�ch resulted recently �n Syr�a’s return to the Arab League.

How can publ�c d�plomacy �mprove relat�ons between the three countr�es?
Publ�c d�plomacy, wh�ch �s carr�ed out by bus�ness commun�t�es, non-governmental
organ�zat�ons (NGOs), var�ous med�a outlets and soc�al med�a, can play a major role �n ach�ev�ng
rapprochement between the three countr�es by the follow�ng:

1.Organ�z�ng per�od�c meet�ngs between thought leaders and th�nk tanks as well as between
un�vers�ty students to exchange knowledge and �deas on sens�t�ve �ssues, such as the Syr�an
refugees, and to propose solut�ons to such �ssues.

2.Network�ng the bus�nessmen of the three countr�es to f�nd out the trade and �nvestment
opportun�t�es that ach�eve mutual benef�ts.

3.Establ�sh�ng med�a platforms by the c�v�l soc�ety organ�zat�ons, �n Arab�c and Turk�sh
languages, a�m�ng at h�ghl�ght�ng the successful youth models �n the three countr�es as well as
combat�ng the rac�st and hatred d�scourse. 

4.Support�ng art�st�c act�v�t�es and jo�nt concerts that h�ghl�ght the commonal�t�es among and
between the three soc�et�es as well as the pos�t�ve aspects �n each soc�ety to share w�th others.

“Therefore, �mprov�ng the relat�onsh�p between Türk�ye, Syr�a, and Egypt �s necessary for the�r
mutual benef�t. Such �mprovement w�ll br�ng greater econom�c, cultural, and even pol�t�cal
ga�ns to all part�es. Consequently, th�s w�ll help the three nat�ons enhance the�r ab�l�ty to
confront �nternat�onal chaos, reg�onal confl�cts, and domest�c challenges.”
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